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Crossing the Street: Tales from the Portola

Wooed by stories of an earlier, simpler neighborhood where families
helped each other paint houses and celebrated holidays together,
churched together, swam off Hunters Point on Sundays, shared bootleg
15 stills and joyfully poured out into the street at the end of World War Il

~ visual artists Oscar Melara and Kate Connell have been seeking a closer
relationship with the people they share fences with.

..o Through a series of engagements on one city block in the Portola —story

gathering, block parties, portraiture—the artists are collaborating with their
e immediate neighbors to produce a social sculpture and asa resuIt of this

experience, a coIIectlon of handmade books that describe the Portola ]

and its history. These books will become part of the new Portola Branch

Library’s reference collection.

The books will be presented with an exhibition documenting their develop- =
ment at the new Portola Branch Library:

Saturday, October 2, 2010, 3:00-5:30pm
380 Bacon Street San Francisco, CA 94134,

Crossing the Street is funded by the Creative Work Fund.

Kate Connell &Oscar Melara

Stay in the Portola Weekend is September 25-26th

The 4th Annual Portola Garden Tour will be held on Saturday,
W September 25th at 23 gardens in the Portola. The self-guided
tour showcases beautiful gardens, offers music, prizes, and
food. All proceeds will go toward creating a scholarship for a
deserving student from the Portola at CCSF’s acclaimed Envi-
ronmental Horticulture/Floristry department. You can buy your
tickets at Fat Beli Deli (2598 San Bruno Ave) and Family Connec-
7 tions (2565 San Bruno Ave). Contact Ruth Wallace at 415-420-
6185 or ruth@redandruthies.com for more information.

- ;i oo _c'#l."' -
The PNSC is proud to present the 8th Annual Portola Festival
on Sunday, September 26th from 10am to 4pm. The festival
will take place on San Bruno Avenue from Felton to Bacon
Streets. Please join us for a day of free fun filled entertain-

visit our website: www.portolafestival.org. We are looking for
volunteers for the festival. Contact Shirley Chen at
Shirley.pnsc@gmail.com or (415) 574-9170 to volunteer.
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Bayview Police Station
201 Williams Avenue, 671-2300

Part 2 of a 2-part Story
By Lia Smith

In our last issue, we ran the first part of an article on Bayview
Police Station and described some of the philosophies of our lo-
cal police. Read on to learn how Bayview station is working with
local residents to improve safety.

Important to Know: The majority of officers working at Bay-
view request the assignment.

Sergeant Kirk Yin is an example of an officer who is at Bayview
by choice. “I love my guys,” he said of the officers he supervises.
“They’re young and dedicated.” Sgt. Yin, a certified department
translator (Mandarin), loves all aspects of police work, including
making arrests, volunteering for community events, and joking
around with young people. A number of residents cite the first
annual Portola Safety Fest in 2008 as the event when they got to
know Sgt. Yin.

The Portola Safety Fest collaboration is an example of the kind of
interactions Bayview Police Station wants to foster and build on.
Suhr and his officers depend on citizens to help them safeguard
Bayview. “Community input is the lifeblood of the information we
need to do our job,” he said. Suhr holds his officers to high stan-
dards and depends on the community to help his officers grow.
He also does not stint when it comes to praise so morale is high
at Bayview. Bulletin boards displaying “Officer of the Month,”
“Captain’s Compliments,” and “Citizens’ Commendations” give
public recognition of the on-going hard work and diligence of
Bayview officers. The prominent memorials to Isaac Espinoza
and Nick Birco, two Bayview officers killed in the line of duty,
remind officers to resist becoming complacent, desensitized, or
careless in their work.

Safe Haven & Portola Watch

You may have noticed the “Safe Haven” signs in shop windows
along San Bruno Avenue. This is a merchant agreement to give
safe haven to anyone who feels they are being targeted by a thief
or thug looking for someone to assault. This brainchild of officers
Percy Hernandez, Kevin Lee and Kirk Yin has been duplicated by
Third Street merchants. Safe Haven shows that our community

is organized and that there’s an on-going conversation among
residents, merchants and police.

Portola Watch is open to all residents and conducts monthly
meetings and neighborhood walks. We are trying to make it a
Portola tradition that much of our safety comes from the inter-
connectedness of our community and not unrealistic expectations
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that the police can somehow be everywhere all at once. The pri-
mary job of the police is to prevent violent crime and they depend
on us to be the eyes and ears of our neighborhood. (See page 5
for more information on our new Public Safety Coordinator.)

Strengthening our ties to Bayview Police Station

“‘Be demanding,” Captain Suhr said. “Let us know what you want.
Praise my officers and also let me know when you think they
could be doing better. My staff is the best, but I'm not going to
say we don't hit a cone once in a while. We’re on the course, just
not straight up the middle all the time.”

+ Call the police whenever a crime occurs. The anonymous tip
line is 822-8147.

* Attend the Bayview Station Community Meetings held on the
first Tuesdays of every month at 6 p.m. Express your concerns
and share information with the Police Department and other city
agencies at this open public forum.

* Understand that police rotate for our safety. Broad experience
helps police to increase their effectiveness. Consider a favorite
officer a lifetime resource and keep in touch. S/he will be glad to
hear from you and the exchange of information and caring will
strengthen our communities.

+ Contact Aura Horton, Administrative Assistant to Captain Suhr,
[aura.horton@sfgov.org] and ask to take a tour of the station with
your children.

* If you're interested in serving on the Bayview Advisory Board,
send an e-mail to Captain Suhr, expressing your interest [greg.
suhr@sfgov.org]. This is a work group and board members are
expected to take action.

* If you'd like to receive the Captain’s regular bulletins, send your
e-mail to sfpdbayviewstation@sfpd.org and Ms. Horton will put
you on the listserve. (They are not in Chinese...yet.)
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Help McLaren Park
By Chuck Farrugia and Dan Brady

ERRY DAY 0

McLaren Park is one of San Francisco’s great trea-
sures. It has trails, open countryside and views that
are remarkable. Yet many residents of San Fran-

cisco do not know much about this wonderful place.

Over two years ago a “friends” group (Help McLaren
Park) emerged to put focus on the plight of play-
grounds in McLaren Park. Help McLaren Park is

a grass roots, neighborhood-based organization.
They are working with other local groups, city gov-
ernment and non-profit organizations to restore lost
playgrounds, repair crumbling trails and increase
safety for all who visit.

Through their hard work and determination Help
McLaren Park has been awarded with several
grants, one being the Community Challenge Grant
worth 75 thousand dollars and the other, a SF Parks
Trust grant of two thousand dollars to help fund
their first informational kiosk on the northeast side
of the park (which should be installed this August).
However, if it weren't for the financial support and
contributions made by our very own neighbors
through activities such as garage sales, flower
sales, chili cook-offs, a pancake breakfast and pizza
nights, the politicians at City Hall would turn a blind
eye as usual to our blighted park.

Although the goal is to improve all areas of McLar-
en, HMP’s biggest project to date is focusing on
restoring the playground at the Burrows and Peru
St. area. There they wish to create an inviting
picnic/play area for families to spend the day. This
well sheltered spot in McLaren Park is an ideal
location for kids to frolic and play while their parents
can prepare a BBQ and relax in the warmth of the

CLEAN UP DAY 2009

southeastern sun. New BBQ pits, a water fountain,
a toddler play structure with swings and fresh land-
scaping are all realistic ideas that could be incorpo-
rated in the re-design of this neglected play area.

It is possible to make McLaren Park even more
beautiful than it is right now. If we doing so, Mclaren
Park can provide more places for San Francisco’s
children, specifically those in the Portola, Excelsior
and Visitacion Valley Districts, to have local and im-
mediate experiences of nature. The Help McLaren
Park group is doing their best to see this happen
right now.

There are many ways you can help. You can
volunteer or attend any one of their McLaren Park
clean up days or events. You can donate by writing
a check to NPC/Help McLaren Park and mail it

to NPC’s office: 451 Hayes St., 2nd Floor, SF CA
94102 or make an online donation by typing the
link: https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=61f346

But most importantly, please consider joining the
movement to restore a precious jewel right here in
our own backyard. Joining is a few clicks away on
their web site www.helpmipark.weebly.com or just
send them an email at helpmlpark@gmail.com.




PAGE 4

What kinds of murals would you like
to see on and around the Avenue?

By Lia Smith

Lia Smith goes out in to the neighborhood every
quarter to get the community view about various
topics. With 3 murals and one in the works on
San Bruno Avenue businesses, Lia asked Portola
neighbors and business owners what kind of
mural would they like to see in the neighborhood.
Read all the different ideas!

Flowers, trees, the birds
and the bees. I'd like to
see colorful murals that
are nice to look at, that
make people feel good.
Can you take a picture of
my employee? He's more
photogenic.

Gladys Malouf, Manager,
Round Table Pizza,

2660 San Bruno Avenue
(photo of employee)

e

Interactive; murals
with humor; not the
same old things like
the Blue Tower, the
fog, McLaren, etc. No
more Blue Towers,
please.

Cory Ferris, City
College of San
Francisco

A mural that plays with 3-dimensional space of the local
architecture, the actual building that the mural is on.

Use distortion and illusion of space, like sets from The
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari. Play with depicting what’s behind
the wall, as if the wall were transparent.

Keith Ferris, Burrows Street
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7 1'd like to see a mural that encour-

+ ~ | ages people to protect the envi-
ronment. People should recycle,
compost, and re-use everything.
Please don’t dump computers in the
street, or motor oil in our water sup-
ply. There should be a sun, which
means happiness. Green trees and
green scenery are peaceful. The
mural can remind us to preserve
our beautiful earth for ourselves,
our children and the future. Fe 75
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Michelle Do, Michelle’s Hair Studio, 2772 San Bruno Avenue

"

The murals should show the amaz-
ing diversity of people | see on

San Bruno Avenue. A lot of young
people from Thurgood, Burton,
Martin Luther King, buy food along
the Avenue. There are people from
cultures all over the world on this
street. The mural should reflect local
nature and the people who are here
every day.

Sharena McGowan, Ambassador,
DPW Street Sweeper

=

A mural could remind people
that people from all over the
world are here, making positive
contributions—Korean, Mexican,
§ Central American, Cambodian,
Samoan and Fijian, Viethamese,
the Philippines. Some people
think it's all Chinese, but it's not.
| would want to see something
new, creative, maybe 3-D. | like
blues, golds, and silver.
Karla Mora, La Loma #10,
2456 San Bruno Avenue
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Imagine turning off Alemany Boulevard
onto San Bruno Avenue and seeing

a San Francisco Garter Snake and
Mission Blue butterflies rising out of a
native garden on the traffic island. And
imagine seeing 48 “Portoloteria” images
gracing the cyclone fences that lead
into the Portola. The PNSC has been
working on this “Gateway to Portola”
project since 2008 and hopes to be
granted a Community Challenge Grant
in late September 2010 for its execution
and completion in 2011. To date, we
have sought community input, collabo-
rated with City College’s Horticulture
Department, worked with artists Kate
Connell and Oscar Melara, and recruit-
ed neighbors who are willing to climb 50
foot scaffolding or paint a panel. If you
would like to know more or would like to
get involved, please contact Lia Smith
at lismith@ccsf.edu or Shirley Chen at
shirley.pnsc@gmail.com.

Alemany Circl Pillar Now

Alemany Island Beautification Project

.

L

Alemany Circl Pillar Projected

My name is Gabriel Alejandro Haas, and | was recently
brought on by the LISC AmeriCorp program to work as
the new Public Safety Coordinator for the Excelsior Action
Group and the Portola Neighborhood Steering Commit-
tee. I look forward to meeting a lot of you, and hopefully
we can collaborate to build stronger alliances and improve
safety in the two communities. In the Portola, | will be
convening the Portola Watch monthly meetings, providing
support/resources to execute Portola Watch objectives,
organizing monthly foot patrols, and creating long term
sustainability for the Portola Watch. | hope you join us for
our meetings and foot patrols and work with us on long
term solutions to enhance neighborhood safety.

Welcome our New Public Safety Coordinator!

Just to tell you a little about myself, | was born and raised in San Francisco, and have lived in
the Portola for the last 15 years. | graduated from SF State in the Urban Studies (City Plan-
ning) department last year, along with a minor in Chicano Studies. Having been chosen to work
in this position through AmeriCorp, | am very excited to have a chance to work in my field and
develop professionally, as well as help improve communities that are close to my heart. Out of
the 12 AmeriCorps interns in the Bay Area this year, | believe | am the only one that is working in
a neighborhood that they grew upllive in. Hopefully we will get a chance to meet in person, and
discuss your concerns, your issues and our solutions. If you have any questions or comments,
please contact me at haas.gabe@gmail.com or 415-756-8563.
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Portola Neighborhood
Steering Committee

4702 Mission St.
San Francisco, CA 94112

Phone
Shirley 415-574-9170
Gabriel 415-756-8563

Fax
415-585-0170

E-mail
shirley.pnsc@gmail.com
haas.gabe@gmail.com

www.pnscsf.org
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